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A Mission of Awakening the Nation:
Swami Vivekananda
Dr. Harish Kumar Singh1
Swami Vivekananda was an outstanding personality in the
history of human civilization. He was born 150 years ago in an
illustrious family of Bengal. However, his contact with Sri
Ramakrishna at Dakshinwar in the early 1880s changed the
direction of his life philosophy from the material world to selfsacrifice in human life. He died at the age of thirty-eight, but
within this short lifespan, he influenced the mind of people
around him deeply. He raised his voice against all sports of
religious ills that existed in contemporary India and tried to
educate his countrymen in order to awaken them. The history of
Vivekananda life is correlated with the awaking of India and the
resuscitation of Indian religion .The influence of Swami
Vivekananda on the Indian National Movement is multidimensional. He was not only a great missionary or a visionary,
but also a great patriot and nationalist. He did not only create an
ideal of Advaita Vedanta and ‘service of mankind’ through the
religious order founded by him, namely the Ramakrishna Math
and Mission ,but also instilled in the hearts of generations the fire
of patriotism and devotion for motherland. Swamiji was one of
the greatest spiritual leaders of the Modern world, a great lover of
humanity whose unconditional love extended to all people
without any distinctions of cost, class, creed, race, region or
religion.
Swami Vivekananda, though defiant of the age-old Hindu
religion and culture, was at the same time fully conscious of the
merits of the Western ideal. As Sister Nivedita, the Swami
Vivekananda was the first saint to say that a starving body cannot
concentrate on divinity. Therefore, each and every individual
must be educated and trained so that it can feed and clothe itself.
He was so convinced of it that he thought education was the first
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thing for improving the condition of the oppressed poor people of
our country. Then only they can have the liberty of mind so
essential for developing in to proper human beings. He said: ‘The
chief cause of India’s ruin has been the monopolizing of the whole
education and intelligence of the land among a handful of men.
If we are to rise again we shall have to do it by spreading
education among the masses’.1 Social and political Idea of
Vivekananda Blending of the East and west, Vivekananda
dedicated his life to the service of the unhappy masses. He
thought of seeking material help from the west for the
amelioration of conditions of the poor in exchange for the gospel
of Vedanta. He told his countrymen that there were many
things which they could learn from the Western nation ,such as
their great concern for their masses, their ideal of social service
and their technique of production and economic organization.
Vivekananda was highly impressed by the material brilliance of
the western civilization, but gradually its darker side also began
to be revealed to his keen vision As a strong believer in the
philosophy of Vedanta, Vivekananda also found the real essence
of India’s religion and spirituality in the observance of love,
Service, Sacrifice and renunciation. Vivekananda thought that
what the West needed was the great spiritual truths, enumerated
by the Vedanta. He had a fair knowledge of both the Wes torn
thought and India’s religious and philosophical heritage and her
manifold problems. His visit to America and Europe developed in
him a good deal of admiration for the West. The dynamism, social
awareness, spirit of adventure, capacity for hard work and
concern for practical values that he saw in America and Europe
made a deep impression upon him. Although he saw triumph of
human spirit
in the achievement of science, he also became
aware of the limitation of Western civilization. In 1899, He told
his Western audience, that there was a nobler aim then
accumulating wealth and conquering external nature, and that
materialism could never permanently satisfy the soul of man. 2
He further told them that the man is Atman and that the chief aim
of life is to realize the divinity latent in man. 3
Vivekananda’ life came to an abrupt end a little before the
onset of the period of ‘awakening of Asia’4 under the influence of
the first Russian revolution of 1905-1907.His objectively helped
in the awakening of the wide masses of India, and prepared them
for the subsequent growth of national-liberation movement,
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which, as a result of the heroic efforts of the Indian people,
culminated in the historic victory, in the creation of the
independent republic of India. Characterizing Vivekananda’s
ideas of enlightenment ,individual freedom, it must be specially
stressed here that their decisive features are a steadfast faith in
people, in their great constructive power, and an ardent love for
the working masses, sympathy for their wants and suffering, and
a fervent urge to free them from colonial and social oppression.
Dividing the Indian society in to two categories of classes-the
higher, that is the rich, and the lower, that is working people,Vivekananda for the work resurrection of India ,pinned the all his
hopes on the latter. He said directly, the masses are…the only
hope of India. The higher classes are physically and morally
dead.5 He added Millions of poor people from the lower classes
are the one who build up the real life of the country. 6 Swami
Vivekananda as an embodiment of patriotism ,human dignity and
self-reliance, worked for the well-being of the masses. With an
objective of creating a strong nation, Swami Vivekananda
advocated compassion for the week, integrity and enlightenment
through education. Swami a serves as an inspiration for the youth
of India with his robust and fearless philosophy of nationalism.
His movement for social upliftment and social reforms left an
indelible mark in the Indian society with its class, caste and
religious differences. In his famous Chicago Speech he remarked
that, Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fanaticism,
have long possessed this beautiful earth. The have filled the earth
with violence, drenched it often and often with human blood,
destroyed civilization and sent whole nation to despair Had it not
been for more advanced than it is now. Butter time come and I
fervently hope that the bell that tolled this morning in honor of
this convention may be the death–knell of all fanaticism, of all
persecutions with the sword or with the pen ,and of all
uncharitable feelings between persons wending their way to the
same goal.7 This remained Vivekananda’s foundational
conviction on human society. A significant feature of Swami
Vivekananda was that of social reformer who successfully
blended Oriental philosophical understanding of women in the
backdrop of socio-cultural, Religious-political circumstances
with that of the Western ones that helped provide a holistic
approach towards the question of women of the East. 8 According
to Swami Vivekananda education has been perceived as ,a
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development of faculty, not an accumulation of words, or as a
training of individuals to will rightfully and efficiently. 9 Swami
Vivekananda noted that ,no action can give you freedom ,only
knowledge can make you free. Swami Vivekananda vision of
future India is more important there is a famous statement of
Swami Vivekananda about his vision of future of India which says
that, India is to be raised, the poor are to be feed, education is to
be spread and the evil of priest craft is to be removed. No priest
craft no social tyranny. 10
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